
 Now after John was arrested, Jesus 
came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of 
God, and saying, "The time is fulfilled, and 
the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and 
believe in the gospel."  Mark 1:14 - 15  ESV 

 

What is the Kingdom of God? 

 What do you think of when you hear 
the term Kingdom of God?  If you are like a 
lot of Christians, you probably haven’t given 
it much thought.  This is unfortunate 
because the Kingdom of God is a central 
theme in the Bible.  It is mentioned by the 
Lord Jesus, or in connection with Him, over 
100 times.  The Lord Jesus proclaimed and 
taught about the Kingdom of God (as seen 
in the passage above).  He also 
demonstrated God’s Kingdom (see 
Matthew 12:28).  Jesus taught us to pray, 
“Your Kingdom come,” so the will of God 
could be done on earth as it is in Heaven.  It 
should be important for us to know what we 
are praying for. 

 The goal of this pamphlet is to 
provide you with a basic understanding of 
what the Kingdom of God is really all about.  
But first, let’s deal with some 

Common Misconceptions 

 Often, when asked what the 
Kingdom of God refers to, people will say it 
refers to Heaven.  This is largely due to fact 
the phrase Kingdom of Heaven is used 31 
times in the Gospel of Matthew (it should be 
said here that the Kingdom of God and the 
Kingdom of Heaven refer to the same 
thing).  Heaven is certainly included in the 
Kingdom of God, but that is not specifically 
what the Kingdom of God refers to. 

 Another misconception is that the 
Kingdom of God refers to the Church.  This 
idea was largely developed during the era 
when the Catholic Church was the final 
authority in all things governmental and 
spiritual.  While the Kingdom of God should 
certainly be seen in and through the 
Church, a careful study of the New 
Testament will show that the Church and 
the Kingdom are not the same entity. 

 If the Kingdom of God is not 
Heaven, and it’s not the Church, what is it?  
Let’s see if we can come up with 

A Working Definition 

 When one thinks of the word 
Kingdom, one typically thinks of the domain 
over which a king reigns (i.e. the Kingdom 
of Great Britain).  A look at the word in the 
Biblical languages, however, reveals 
something a little different. 

The Hebrew word for kingdom is 
malkuth.  This word refers to royal power, 
dominion, reign, or sovereign authority.  
The Greek word for kingdom is baseleia.  It 
means royal power, kingship, dominion, or 
reign.  So the word kingdom in both Hebrew 
and Greek refers to a king’s reign, or, the 
actual exercise of his authority.  Therefore, 
when Jesus came proclaiming the Kingdom 
of God was at hand, He was saying God 
was coming near to exercise His sovereign 
rule and power.  That was good news 
indeed!  The term Kingdom of God would 
therefore be better translated as the Reign 
of God. 

Pulling this all together brings us to 
this definition:  The Kingdom of God is the 
active exercise of the sovereign authority 
and rule of God over all things in Heaven 
and on Earth.  It is the Lord actively 

establishing His reign by defeating His 
enemies and causing His will to be 
accomplished.  Take this definition and use 
it when reading the various Scripture 
passages regarding the Kingdom and see 
how it helps to clarify your understanding of 
the subject. 

Now, what did Jesus mean when He 
said 

The Kingdom is “at hand”? 

 To the Jews, who had been waiting 
for the Kingdom of God, this was a very 
significant statement.  While it may not say 
much to you and I, it is very important that 
we understand what Jesus meant. 

 If Jesus were speaking in linear 
terms it would indicate the Kingdom was 
nearer than it had ever been.  If that was 
the case you and I are nearer to it today 
than they were then.  In that context this 
statement likely would not have excited any 
interest. 

 What if He was speaking in special 
terms?  What if Jesus was saying the 
Kingdom of God was close enough to 
actually be experienced by His hearers?  
That would change everything!  That would 
motivate His hearers to begin looking for 
manifestations of God’s rule in their midst.  
How can we know what He meant? 

 In Matthew 12:28 Jesus told 
the Pharisees that the Kingdom of God 
had come upon them when He cast out 
demons.  In other words, they were 
experiencing the reign of God right 
there and then.  In Luke 10:9 Jesus 
told the Seventy to heal the sick and 
say, “The Kingdom of God has come 
near to you.”  This announcement once 



again indicated that the sick had experienced 
God’s rule.  Through these passages of 
Scripture, as well as others, we can see that 
Jesus meant to say God’s rule had come 
close enough to be experienced in the 
present.  While it must be remembered that 
the fullness of God’s Kingdom will not be 
realized until the return of the Lord Jesus, we 
also do not want to neglect the part we can 
enjoy today!  

Let’s conclude by answering another 
question:. 

Why is this Important to Us? 

 There are actually a number of 
reasons why the subject of God’s Kingdom is 
vital to us. 

1. It puts us in sync with the King.  It 
causes us to come under His rule and 
get aligned with His priorities. 

2.  It takes away the middle ground.  We 
are either a part of this Kingdom and 
cooperating with it, or we are outside 
this Kingdom and working against it. 

3. It provides a context for all we do.  
Prayer, evangelism, the Church, etc., 
cannot be properly understood except 
in light of the Kingdom. 

4. It takes away our options.  Things that 
were once considered optional will 
now be seen as essentials (baptism, 
prayer, discipleship, etc.). 

5. It causes us to live life on a larger 
basis.  We suddenly realize we are 
part of something bigger than we ever 
thought, and that each of us has a 
significant role to play in its progress. 

  I truly hope this information helps you 

to better understand what the Kingdom of 
God is all about.  Why not take your New 
Testament and read through the various 
passages regarding the Kingdom with this 
new understanding?  I am sure you will be 
surprised and delighted with what you 
discover! 

 

 

 

“Fear not, little flock, for it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you  

the Kingdom.”  

Luke 12:32 Luke 12:32 Luke 12:32 Luke 12:32     ESV 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A 

Look  

at  
    

    

    

    

    

 

“...the Kingdom of God is at hand.” 
                                                                                                                                            Mark 1:15Mark 1:15Mark 1:15Mark 1:15    
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